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Bill Language – Summary 
• The purpose of the Irrigation Efficiencies Grants Program is to provide funding to 
 conservation districts within the 16 drought critical basins to plan, design, and implement 
 best management practices to increase agricultural irrigation water efficiencies.  All or a 
 portion of the saved water is to be placed into the State’s Trust Water Rights Program for 
 use as instream flows.  These practices must meet the technical standards and 
 specifications of the USDA Field Office Technical Guide. Practice design is done by State 
 Licensed Engineers employed by the districts, or USDA Engineers. 
              
 
Participating Conservation Districts 
• Nine conservation districts contracted with the Conservation Commission under seven 

separate contracts, they include: Clallam, Columbia (partnering with Asotin County and 
Pomeroy), Kittitas, North Yakima, Okanogan, South Yakima, and Walla Walla County. 

              
 
Source of Funding 
• For the 03-05 Biennium the Department of Ecology contracted with the Washington State 
 Conservation Commission for $7,612,615 out of the Water Quality Account and the Water 
 Supply Facilities Account of the State and Local Improvements Revolving Account. 
   
 
Distribution of 2003-05 Efficiencies Funds 
• Technical assistance funding levels are determined each fiscal year based on the previous      
 year’s workload and future project projections. 
• Financial assistance funding levels are determined on a first come first served basis for 
 qualifying projects.   
• No single project may receive more than $312,500, exceed an 85% cost share rate, or 
 exceed the hold-down equivalents of $400,000 per cubic foot per second water saved or 
 $2000 per acre served.  No single district may receive more than $1.2 million dollars of 
 financial assistance funds per fiscal year. 
• Financial Assistance grants to landowners have a minimum contract length equal to or 
 exceeding the life expectancy as set by the Natural Resource Conservation Service’s  Field 
 Office Technical Guide. 
 
Program Budget: 

03-05 Biennium 
IRRIGATE Allocation    7,612,615.00

Program 
Management & CC 
Admin. Biennium 

budget    -176,484.00
Program 

Management & CC 
Admin. Expended to 

date    (-98,363.00)



03-05 IRRIGATE 
Grants Amounts   $7,612,615 – 176,484 = 7,436,131.00
03-05 IRRIGATE 
Grants Financial 

Assistance Expended    
(-2,402,973.52) 

03-05 IRRIGATE 
Financial Assistance 

Encumbered in 
Grants    

(-980,053.80)

03-05 IRRIGATE 
Technical Assistance 

Expended    
(-344,085.69)

Total Committed   

$7,436,131 –
(($2,402,973)+(980,053)+ 

(344,086)) = -3,727,113.01 
03-05 IRRIGATE 

Available    $3,709,018.10
Irrigation Efficiencies Program - Roll-up Analysis of Expenditures for 7/1/03 through 1/01/05 

     

  Allocation 
Spent (7/1/03-

01/01/05) Remaining 
CC Program 
Admin $ 176,484.00 $ 98,363.00 $ 78,121.00
CD Tech Assist $ 1,012,683 $ 344,085.69 $ 668,597.40
CD Cost Share $ 6,423,448.00 $ 3,383,027.32 $ 3,383,027.30
         
Totals $ 7,612,615.00 $ 3,825,475.90 $ 4,129,745.70

              
Rollup of Participating Districts’ Accomplishments (Jan. 2004 through Dec. 2004) 
 

the total number of direct and/or indirect contacts made with individuals that 
resulted from grant-related marketing/outreach activities  10,607 

the total number of individuals who initiated conservation plans or practices 
on their own as a result of marketing and outreach activities 13 

the total number of individuals who initiated conservation plans or practices 
using district assistance (technical and/or financial) as a result of marketing 
and outreach activities 

3,013 

the total number of cooperators who implemented Best management 
Practices or BMPs 20 

the total number of BMPs implemented  46 

the total # of acres enhanced that will not/no longer contribute to potential 
surface or groundwater pollution as a result of the BMPs implemented 1,855 

the total # of stream miles enhanced (primary reach (point of diversion to 
the ultimate point of return) as a result of the BMPs implemented 54 

the total amount of water saved (cubic feet per second) which will no longer 
be diverted as a result of the BMPs implemented 25.398 

the total amount of water saved (acre feet) which will no longer be diverted 
as a result of the BMPs implemented 5545.33 



the total amount of water (cubic feet per second) applied to the Trust Water 
Rights Program as a result of the BMPs implemented 22.205 

the total amount of water (acre feet) applied to the Trust Water Rights 
Program as a result of the BMPs implemented 12214.01 

the total number of secondary benefits ((barrier removal, new habitat 
creation, etc.) as a result of the BMPs implemented 26 

the total IEGP grant amount spent during this reporting time period $2,118,036 

the total grant amount spent on technical assistance during this reporting 
time period $202,191 

the total grant amount spent on cost share to cooperators during this 
reporting time period $1,863,424 

other funding leveraged with this grant during this reporting time period $775,560 
              
Individual Conservation District 2004 Accomplishments 
• Asotin County Conservation District 

 Made contact with 42 landowners.  Because of the outreach and marketing efforts of the 
district, three flow meters were installed, and leveraged nearly four times as much money 
from other sources as was spent through this program.  

• Clallam Conservation District 
 Worked extensively with the Natural Resource Conservation Service, the Dungeness 
River Agricultural Water Users Association, the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe, Salmon 
Recovery Funding Board, and others, to implement efficiencies and water quality 
improvement projects as identified in the Comprehensive Water Conservation Plan with 
was prepared by the Montgomery Water Group in 1999.  The district entered into five 
separate cost share agreements with four water purveyors and one private landowner.  
Practices implemented consisted of the conversion of open ditch delivery systems to high 
pressure, buried pipeline, a re-regulating reservoir, and a low pressure boom application 
system. 

• Columbia Conservation District 
 Entered into two new cost share agreements with private landowners installing new 
application systems.  Also, resolved some fish screen and water metering issues as well.  
Both contracts utilized match money from the Bonneville Power Administration and a 15 
percent match by each landowner.  Cultural resource surveys and work became issues on 
these projects along the Tucannon River in Columbia County.   

 Finished up implementation of a contracted project from fiscal year 2003, which was also 
on the Tucannon river.  This project consisted of not only application efficiency, but also a 
large conveyance loss through open ditch.  The new pump and pipe system that was 
installed also made it easier to address the screen and metering issues as well. 

 Much interest has been garnered by the ongoing projects in the county with three more 
prospects in the application and data collection phases.  One of these is anticipated to go 
to contract prior to the end of the biennium on June 30, 2005. 

• Kittitas County Conservation District  
 Entered into two cost share agreements which saved instream flow water to Big Creek 
near Cle Elum in the upper Yakima River Basin.  Both of these contracts were entered 
into with fourteen water right owners that comprise the Big Creek Water Users 
Association—with one addressing a large portion of their primary conveyance mainline 
ditch by placing it into a high pressure pipeline, and the other addressing conveyance 



laterals and some on farm application systems.  As the largest water user on Big Creek, 
this project along with its resulting check-dam removal, has not only help restore flows in 
the primary reach, but restored passage to the middle and upper reaches of big creek that 
were not accessible to anadromous salmonids.   

 Entered into two cost share agreements with two 
separate landowners which saved instream flow 
water to the middle reach of Taneum Creek near 
the town of Thorp in the upper Yakima River 
Basin.  These contracts both addressed on farm 
application efficiency, converting rill irrigation to 
pivot technology.   

 All four projects entered into this year in both Big 
Creek and Taneum Creek coincided with the 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife’s 
ongoing habitat restoration activities in these 
sub-basins.   

• North Yakima Conservation District 
 Because of technical assistance activities and past Efficiencies work in the middle Yakima 
River Basin by the conservation district, irrigation districts and individuals are working 
towards placing conservation water into trust on their own.   

 Working on a large water wheeling project that will leave up to eight cubic feet per second 
in Cowiche Creek and should have an agreement by the end of the biennium on June 30. 

• Okanogan Conservation District 
 Made contact, either directly or indirectly, with 1223 individuals, five of whom implemented 
conservation plans or practices on their own.  Continued to work with individuals to locate 
eligible projects, especially within the Beaver Creek sub-basin, where irrigation 
efficiencies has been cited as a resource concern in their Coordinated Resource 
Management Plan. 

• Pomeroy Conservation District 
 Had one landowner initiate conservation practices outside of the program as a direct 
result of the technical assistance provided through this program. 

• South Yakima Conservation District 
 Follow-up activity on a failed conveyance 
project near Zillah. Continue to seek viable 
projects, but hindered by the lack of agreement 
between the State and the Yakima Nation over 
the State’s Water Trust. 

• Walla Walla Conservation District 
 Entered into two cost share agreements during 
this calendar year.  One, placing it saved water 
into Mill Creek, piped two miles of open ditch, 
abandoned an excessively leaky irrigation 
pond, and upgraded the on farm application system. The second converted 300 acres of 
flood irrigated pasture to sprinkler irrigation. This project also set the stage for its 
delivering water purveyor to pipe its leaky mainline canal. 

 Worked with one other landowner and a irrigation district to restore up to five miles of 
dewater stream.  These agreements are being worked on presently and will be 
constructed in the 2005 calendar year. 

 
             
 



Water Savings Wrap-up 
 To date as of January 31, 2005: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Stream Name County 
Acre 

Feet/yr 
(Qa) 

CFS 
(Qi) 

Funds 
Committed 

 
Trust 
Right 

Issued 

Years
In

Trust

(01-03 biennium)      

Yakima River Yakima 337 1.34 $   413,125.00 Yes 10

Caribou Creek Kittitas 40.5 1.02 $   413,125.00 Yes 10

Beaver Creek Okanogan 165.21 0.71 $   303,688.03 Processing 10

Yakima Rvr/Wilson Cr Kittitas 437.21 1.03 $   302,917.78 Yes 10

(03-05 biennium to date)      

Teanaway River Kittitas 60.793 0.249 $     64,254.00 Yes 10

Wilson Creek Kittitas 595.65 2.43 $   120,000.00 Yes 10

Un-name Stream Kittitas 371 1.4 $   155,975.00 Yes 10

Tucannon River Columbia 237 6.4 $   286,166.99 Within the 
month 10

Walla Walla River Walla Walla 2083 9.5 $   232,979.64 Within the 
month 10

Big Creek Kittitas 112.65 .5 $   312,500.00 Yes 10

Big Creek Kittitas 188 .8 $   312,500.00 Yes 10

Dungeness River Clallam 847 2.8 $   312,200.00 Yes 10

Dungeness River Clallam 148 .5 $   132,600.00 Yes *   25
Dungeness River Clallam 62 .2 $     69,700.00 Within the 

month 25

Dungeness River Clallam 111 .37 $    96,000.00 Within the 
month 20

Mill Creek Walla Walla 376.2 1.5 $   293,330.00 Within the 
month 25

Tucannon River Columbia 130.88 1.488 $   246,785.00 Processing 15

Tucannon River Columbia 134 1.11  $   312,000.00 Processing 20

Taneum Creek Kittitas 125.33 1.39 $   312,500.00 Processing 20

Dungeness River Clallam 168.9 .55 $  220,065.00 Within the 
month 25

Taneum Creek Kittitas 125.33 .95 $    150,000.00 Processing 20
       

To Date 
Totals: 

21 
projects  6856.653 36.237 

 
$5,062,411.44  

 
10 

issued 

22yr. 
avg. 
after 

01/2004



              
 
Pending Projects 
 The following are projects to be completed by June 30, 2005: 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
               

2004 Fiscal Year Budget Worksheet 

Irrigation Efficiencies Grants Program 
Project Needs 

Project Name Efficiency General 
Description 

Tributary Cost Share 
Amt. 

CFS 
Savings 

Acres 
Served 

            
Clallam CD – Dungeness River Basin 

SPTIC SP-1 Ditch-Pipe Conversion Dungeness River  $          13,345  0.09 ? 
SPTIC SP-2 Ditch-Pipe Conversion Dungeness River  $          93,000  0.37 ? 

Columbia CD – Middle Snake River Basin 
Hovrud Handline to pivot/pivot 

upgrade 
Tucannon  $        153,000  0.7 158 

G. Howard #2 Handline/pivot Tucannon $60,000   
Broughton Land 
Co. 

Handline to pivot/pivot 
upgrade 

   $          92,000  0.22 115 

Kittitas County CD – Upper Yakima River Basin 
Wjack Convert Flood - 

Sprinkler 
Taneum Creek  $        312,500  3.69 330 

Walla Walla CD – Walla Walla River Basin 
Borgen Flood-Pivot Conversion Mud Cr. 312,500 2 600 

North Yakima CD – Middle Yakima River Basin 
Lust/Stevenson Piping Cowiche Cr  $        312,500  8 385 
      

Total Anticipated Cost Share / Water Savings FY 04/05  $    1,348,845 15.07 1588 



 
2005-2007 Project Projection List 
 The following is a list of projects as reported by the conservation districts to seek funding in the next 
biennium, beginning July 1, 2005: 
 

2005-2007 Biennium Budget Report 
Irrigation Efficiencies Grants Program 

Project Needs 

Project Name Efficiency General 
Description Tributary Cost Share 

Amt. 
CFS 

Savings 
Acres 

Served
  

Clallam CD--Dungeness River Basin 
Clallam-Cline 

Main Ditch-Pipe Conversion Dungeness River  $ 590,200  2.6 845 
Jakeway Lat. Ditch-Pipe Conversion Dungeness River  $ 9,600  0.03 35 

Dungeness Dist. 
M1  Ditch-Pipe Conversion Dungeness River $225,000 0.46 140 

Dungeness Dist. 
M2  Ditch-Pipe Conversion Dungeness River $374,000 0.59 208 

Dungeness Dist. 
M3  Ditch-Pipe Conversion Dungeness River $75,000 2.0 431 

Dungeness 
Dist./Huber   Regulating Reservoir Dungeness River $80,000 0.5 80 

Dungeness Dist. 
DD4  Ditch-Pipe Conversion Dungeness River $15,000 0.05 40 

Dungeness Dist. 
DD5 Ditch-Pipe Conversion Dungeness River $6,800 0.03 40 

Cline Dist. M6 Ditch-Pipe Conversion Dungeness River $85,000 0.36 415 
Cline Dist. M5 Ditch-Pipe Conversion Dungeness River $141,000 0.48 386 
Cline Dist. M4 Ditch-Pipe Conversion Dungeness River $289,800 1.1 301 

Highland Dist. 
H10 Ditch-Pipe Conversion Dungeness River $142,000 1.1 44 

Dungeness Co. 
M4 Phase II Ditch-Pipe Conversion Dungeness River $494,000 1.8 150 

  district totals $2,527,400 8.47 2235 
Columbia CD--Middle Snake Basin 

P. Miller Replace temp. mainline SF Touchet $10,000 0.11 18 
Rock N' J   Grande Ronde $25,000   

Tucannon Ranch 
Pataha Handline/pivot Pataha $97,000  75 

Robertson Handline/pivot Tucannon $60,000   
Turner Handline/pivot Tucannon $200,000   

Donahue Handline/pivot Tucannon $200,000   
F&R Farms Handline/pivot Tucannon $175,000   

Mead Ranch Handline/pivot Tucannon $50,000   
W. Fletcher Handline/pivot Touchet $100,000   

  district totals $917,000 0.11 93 
Kittitas County CD--Upper Yakima Basin 

Gcraig Convert Rill - Sprinkler Taneum Creek  $ 300,000  1 50 



Wjack Convert Flood - Sprinkler Taneum Ck. $312,500 3.69 330 
Fshawn Convert Flood - Sprinkler Reecer Ck. $30,000 0.1 19 
Gcraig Convert Rill - Sprinkler Taneum Ck. $300,000 1.0 50 
Wjack Convert Flood - Sprinkler Taneum Ck. $312,500   

  district totals $1,255,000 4.79 399 
North Yakima CD--Naches/Middle Yakima Basin 

Nile Ditch Conversion of ditch to pipe/liner Naches River $312,000 3.65 323 

Fines Ditch-Pipe Conversion 
Wide-Hollow 

Creek $312,000 0.2 179 

  district totals $624,000 3.85 502 
Okanogan CD—Okanogan & Methow Basins 

  district totals $0 0.00 0 
Walla Walla County CD--Walla Walla Basin 

Garden City Ditch-Pipe Conversion Mud Cr.  $ 312,500    
Lowden 7 Ditch-Pipe Conversion Mud Cr.  $ 312,500    

Touche E/W Ditch-Pipe Conversion Touchet R $350,000 4 600 
Touche E/W Ditch-Pipe Conversion Touchet R $350,000 4 600 

  district totals $1,325,000 8 600 
      

05-07 Biennium Program Totals  $6,648,400 25.22 3829 
 
 
        
 
 
For additional information, please contact: 
 
Mark Clark, Executive Director Jon Culp, Program Manager 
Washington State Conservation Commission Washington State Conservation Commission 
PO Box 47721 PO Box 704 
Olympia, WA  98504 Okanogan, WA  98840 
360/407-6201 509/826-7212 
 509/760-3130 cell 
 jculp@scc.wa.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
 


